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Beverly Hills Middle School Welcomes 
Secretary of Education Dr. Miguel Cardona

Last week, our new United States Secretary of Education, Dr. Miguel Cardona, contacted me  (Dr. 
Daniel McGarry) about the possibility of visiting our District. I was honored by his request to visit 
our District. Secretary Cardona’s team asked that we keep the meeting confidential until his team 
could coordinate a date and time for his arrival. I was asked to pick one location for his visit, and I 
chose Beverly Hills Middle School. I met with Dr. Ursone, Ms. Simone, Mr. Rogers, Dr. Manfre, Mr. 
Salerno, and Ms. Beauford over the break to coordinate a plan to provide Dr. Cardona with the best 
experience possible while demonstrating the significant needs of our District. Local political leaders, 
the Pennsylvania Secretary of Education, as well as our local union presidents were also invited to 
meet the Secretary of Education. Dr. Cardona visited several classrooms and spoke with middle school 
students and teachers. He participated in a roundtable discussion with Board President Edward Brown, 
Board Vice President Gina Curry, Upper Darby High School Principal, Ms. Kelley Simone, Beverly Hills 
Middle School Principal, Dr. Brian Ursone, and Upper Darby High School students Olivia Chambers 
and Khalid Doulat. The roundtable discussion was very well received and our team did an excellent 
job sharing the challenges and opportunities presented during this pandemic. We also discussed social 
injustice and how our public education system must be funded properly to support the emotional 
needs of our students and staff. The Secretary also met with members of our District Home and School 
Association to discuss educational expectations they have currently and moving forward. It was clear 
throughout the visit that our students and families want continued flexibility and support, and that our 
staff has really done a fine job responding to many of the challenges we have faced. 

I asked Secretary Cardona to remember our District and to continue to include student voices on his 
national tour. Our students exemplified the beauty of Upper Darby with their ability to articulate their 
needs and desire for flexibility and a seat at the table when decisions are made. 

I want to thank Beverly Hills Middle School for being such a warm and welcoming host. 

Today was a good day for our District. 
Written by Dr. Daniel McGarry





StudentS of the Month
6th Grade Boys:

Anthony Samaniego

Chihab Abogourin

Future Gray

Kaamil Nelson

Kemar Reid

Yaseen Farasin

6th Grade Girls:

Gelila Shiferaw

7th Grade Boys:

Caleb Alvarado

Dayyan Showell

Jeremiah Sworth

Mark Gardiner

Shahil Rihad

7th Grade Girls:

Bianca Estrada

Bre’Lyn Dalton

Esmeralda Jaime Garcia

Gabrielle Marquis

Joanita Mensah

Sarah Ullah

Vy Lam

8th Grade Boys:

Alexander Negron

Jaylen Anderson

Ridwan Muntasir

8th Grade Girls:

Jannatul Farduas

Laela Middleton

McKenzie Butler-Boyle



Heather Rush

Jerry Gallagher

Staff of the Month
Jerry is a proud graduate of the Upper Darby 
School District. While still in High School, he 
accepted a position with the district, as a part 
time custodian! Over his career, he has served 
at Westbrook Park, Stonehurst, Drexel Hill and 
currently Beverly Hills. Jerry’s favorite part of 
the job is being with his staff. “It’s not about me. 
It’s all about us- it’s a team effort!”

My name is Heather Rush and I’ve been teaching 
at Beverly Hills for 20 years. I’ve taught everything 
from Language arts to Social Studies and I even 
taught Spanish my first year in the building. I am 
currently teaching 7th Grade Honors Math, Honors 
Algebra and 8th Grade Math.  I’ve been the boys 
track coach for the last 16 years and I’m so proud of 
all that my boys have accomplished over the years.  
I can’t wait for the next spring track season!



Mary Brynes

Staff of the Month
Hello my name is Mary Byrnes. This is my 18th year at 
BHMS, the home of Multiculturalism! Prior to my time 
at BHMS, I spent 24 years managing real estate all over 
Philadelphia. My first connection to the Upper Darby 
School District was as a parent; both of my daughters went 
through UDSD, including BH. Then, in 2003, my lifelong 
career goal came true when I was hired to teach 6th grade 
at Beverly Hills. I felt like I hit the lottery! There is no place 
like BH from the exceptional students to the dedicated and 
compassionate staff, and it is an honor to be part of this 
team. 

Beverly Hills Middle School wants to thank Mary for her years of 
service. We wish her good luck and she will be missed.



UPCOMING
EVENTS

April 20th - Start of PSSA Testing

May 7th - 4th Marking Period Interim Reports


